
Where: Beech are widespread but most common in Southern
and Central England. They can form dense, shady woodlands
and prefer drier chalky soils.
Size: Up to 40m. 
Leaves: Alternate, oval leaves with wavy edges. Younger
leaves are a lighter green and have very fine hairs which they
lose with maturity. Young trees, up to 2m tall, will also hold
onto their dead leaves during winter. 
Seeds: Seeds produced in the form of beech nuts which are
encased in green, prickly cases.
Bark: Thin, grey bark which is smooth when trees are young.

Oak (Quercus robur)
Where: Oaks are a common sight and are usually
found in broadleaf woodlands. They tolerate a wide range
of soil conditions but prefer well-drained soils in sunny
locations.  
Size: Up to 40m.
Leaves: Large, alternate, lobed leaves with smooth
edges. Oak trees are deciduous so leaves are lost in winter. 
Seeds: Seeds are encased in acorns which are up to
2.5cm long and held in a cup.  
Bark: Young oaks have smooth, silver-brown bark
whereas mature trees have darker brown, fissured bark.
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How to...
Identify the UK's 10 most common trees

Who is this guide for?

What will this guide help you to do?
This guide will help you to identify the ten most
common tree species in the UK. Identification will be
simplified by using key features, such as: the size of
the tree, leaf size and shape, seed appearance and
distinguishing bark characteristics. 

This guide is for anyone with an interest in getting to
know the trees in their local area a bit better. Perfect
for parents teaching young children about the
different species they can spot in the greenspace
around them.

A quick look at
the species in
this guide...

Beech (Fagus sylvatica)



Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum)

Where: Ash are often found in mixed broadleaf woodland and
greenspaces, such as parks and woodlands. They need deep, well-
drained soil in sunny locations. 
Size: Up to 35m.
Leaves: Compound leaves made up of 3-6 pairs of serrated leaflets with
a single leaflet at the end. Ash trees are deciduous so lose their leaves,
but they can be identified in winter by their large, black buds. 
Seeds: Seeds come in the form of green ‘keys’ which hang in clusters. 
Bark: Smooth, grey bark which becomes darker and more
fissured with age. Bark often has lichens growing on it.

Where: They are widely planted in parks and as street trees. They
tolerate a wide range of soil conditions but prefer rich, moist soils in
sunny locations. 
Size: Up to 40m. 
Leaves: Large, palmate (originating from a single point) leaves with 5-
7 serrated leaflets. Horse Chestnuts are deciduous so leaves are lost in
winter. 
Seeds: Clusters of white flowers become conkers which are the seed of
the horse chestnut. These are encased in green, spiky cases. 
Bark: Grey/brown in colour with lots of fissures.

Where: Alder thrives on wet ground nearby rivers or streams. It is able
to grow on low quality soils due to its ability to fix nitrogen. 
Size: Up to 20m. 
Leaves: Rounded, serrated leaves in alternate arrangement. Leaves
sometimes have an indent at the tip. Alder are deciduous so lose their
leaves in winter. 
Seeds: Alder produce flowers in the form of catkins which become
small cones which contain the seeds. 
Bark: Dark grey and fissured.

Where: Sycamore spreads quickly and can grow in almost all types of
soils and habitat. Prefers fertile, well-drained soil in sunny locations. 
Size: Up to 35m. 
Leaves: Palmate leaves on red stalks with 5, toothed lobes. Sycamores
are deciduous so lose their leaves in winter. 
Seeds: Winged seeds called samaras which can commonly be
recognised as ‘helicopter’ seeds 
Bark: Smooth and grey when young and develops cracks which leads to
the bark having a scaled appearance.

Ash (Fraxinus excelsior)

Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus)

Alder (Alnus glutinosa)



Where: Hornbeam is native to Southern England but is now widespread
across the UK. They are tolerant to a wide range of soil conditions but
prefer well-drained soil in sunny locations.
Size: Up to 30m. 
Leaves: Alternate, oval leaves with finely toothed edges. Leaves are
green in summer and yellow in winter and, although they are
deciduous, hornbeam trees can hold onto their leaves throughout
winter. 
Seeds: Hornbeams produce catkins which become winged seeds. 
Bark: Pale silvery-grey colour with vertical markings.

Where: Rowan is widely planted as a garden and street tree and is
commonly found at higher altitudes in the mountains. Although it is
tolerant to a wide range of conditions, it prefers fertile, well-drained
soil in full sun.  
Size: Up to 15m. 
Leaves: Pinnate, compound leaves made up of 6-8 pairs of oval,
serrated leaflets with a single leaflet at the tip. Rowan are deciduous so
lose their leaves in winter. 
Seeds: White flowers become vibrant red berries which grow in clusters
and contain the seeds. 
Bark: Smooth and grey-brown in colour.

Where: Willows can be found in a range of habitats, including parks,
woodlands and near water bodies. Willow trees prefer full sun and deep
soil with a high water content. 
Size: The size of the willow will depend on the species. For example,
goat willows can grow up to 12m while white willows can grow up to
25m high
Leaves: Long, thin, oval shaped leaves with smooth edges. Dark green
on top and lighter green underneath. Willows are deciduous so lose
their leaves in winter. 
Seeds: Catkins become fluffy white seeds,  easily dispersed by wind. 
Bark: Grey-brown colour and can develop deep fissures over time.

Where: This species grows naturally, and is widespread mainly, in
the Caledonian forest of the Scottish Highlands, however it has been
planted in other areas of the UK. It grows well in poor, acidic, dry soils. 
Size: Up to 35m. 
Leaves: Needle-like leaves, typical of conifers, that are arranged in
pairs. Scots Pine is evergreen so trees keep their leaves on year round.  
Seeds: Seeds are encased in pinecones. 
Bark: Thick, scaly bark which is dark brown in the lower sections of the
tree and a brown/orange colour higher up.

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)

Willow (Salix genus)

Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris)

Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia)


