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− Background to the 
project

− Purpose of the project 
and key outputs

− Needs mapping
− Why needed

− The maps

− How they’ll be used

− Roadmap
− Policy integration

− Developing a framework

− Maps, tools & standards

Agenda
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Draft National Framework of Green Infrastructure Standards 
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To pioneer the emerging National Framework of 
Green Infrastructure (GI) Standards in Greater 
Manchester (GM) by:

1. Undertaking mapping of community needs for 
GI across GM

2. Informing policy GM-G9 of the GMSF

3. Providing guidance for LPAs to embed this 
approach into local planning

Purpose of the project

Needs 
Assessment

Policy 
Narrative

Roadmap / 
Guidance

The three key outputs of the project:
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− Identify existing spatial datasets relating to GI, 
ecosystem services, and social and environmental 
issues

− Undertake community needs mapping to identify 
where there are deficiencies in the provision of 
specific benefits to people in need

− Show how the datasets fit together

Needs assessment

Needs 
Assessment

Policy 
Narrative

Roadmap / 
Guidance
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Already know monetary value of GM’s GI
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Already know ES opportunities in GM
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…where there are deficiencies in the provision of 
specific ES benefits to people in need

Mapping undertaken, weighted by population, to 
identify community needs for:

− Cooling / reducing heat

− Decreasing surface water flood risk

− Air quality improvements

− Aesthetic experience

− Recreation opportunities

− Health and wellbeing

But we don’t know…
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Cooling / reducing heat

Decreasing surface water flood risk

Air quality improvements
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Aesthetic experience

Recreation opportunities

Health and wellbeing
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How to use the GM GI spatial evidence base
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− Set out how the ten ‘National Principles of Good 
Green Infrastructure’ could be applied in GM

− Introduce the priority ecosystem services to be 
delivered in GM, and the needs mapping 
underpinning this

− Introduce how locally-applied standards and tools 
can enable changes in the delivery of benefits to 
be identified and assessed

Policy narrative

Needs 
Assessment

Policy 
Narrative

Roadmap / 
Guidance
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− Show how Good GI delivers other policies, plans 
and strategies on related environmental concepts

− Set out process for embedding National Principles 
into Local Plans / SPDs, strategic allocations / 
masterplanning, and development management

− Detail the available resources for this, including 
spatial data / maps, and tools and standards

Roadmap / guidance document

Needs 
Assessment

Policy 
Narrative

Roadmap / 
Guidance
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Integration with related concepts

 

- deliver a green city region including 
a flourishing natural environment 

- protect, maintain and 
enhance key natural 
assets – environmental 
net gain 

- mobilise existing 
and new sources 
of funding into 
the natural 
environment  

- provide wider 
environmental net 
gain through 
enhanced quality of 
underpinning habitats 

locate, plant and manage trees to 
maximise multiple benefits and 

longevity 

- 

- 

- 

- 

green areas around and 
routes to schools 

improve access 
to and views of 

natural 
greenspace 

design and create 
environments which help 

people get more active, 
more often 
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Consider setting qualitative or 
numerical standards for new 
developments 

Set place-based objectives to deliver 
improvements in the places where 
they will really make a difference 

Make linkages to relevant existing policy and 
initiatives in your LA and at GM level 

Develop aspirations for what each National 
Principle will mean in your LA, focusing on 
those of most relevance locally 

Check your approach to green infrastructure planning 
against the ten National Principles to establish what 
you are currently doing with respect to each 

Identify community and environmental issues in 
your LA that could be addressed through green 
infrastructure creation or enhancement 

Developing a GI Framework
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Spatial data requirements
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− Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt)
− Natural England recommends e.g. all people having 

accessible natural greenspace of at least 2 hectares in 
size within 300 metres of home

− A Greater Manchester ‘Green Factor’
− London Plan requires boroughs to develop an Urban 

Greening Factor to identify the appropriate amount of 
permeable surface cover required in new developments

− Biodiversity (Net Gain) Metric
− Environment Bill requires development to achieve a 10% 

net gain for biodiversity

Tools and standards



Insert sub-title here

Any questions?

Helen.Davies2@wsp.com


