
Urban Forestry for a Resilient Future  
Manchester (UK) 19-22 May 2020 

We look forward to welcoming you to the City of Manchester for the 23rd European Forum on Urban Forestry. 

This document will contain more information on the history of Manchester – it’s links to the Industrial Revolution 
and its place in shaping the UK. We list top things to do and see in the city centre area as well as places to visit in 
Greater Manchester and further North including the Peak District as well as some iconic cities and towns.  

Finally there is some key information on getting around and where to stay. 

Should you have any further questions please contact: 
Sarah Nurton | (UK) 0161 872 1660 | EFUF2020@cityoftrees.org.uk www.efuf2020.org.uk 

http://www.efuf2020.org.uk/


Manchester: A History  
Perhaps best known as the birthplace of the industrial revolution, Manchester grew dramatically in the 19th century 
on the wealth of the cotton industry. Littered with Victorian redbrick terraces and old mills, there are constant 
reminders of its rich history of textiles and trade. The worker bee that is depicted across the city was adopted in 
1842 to represent Manchester’s hive of industry.  

It is due to the pollution brought about by this industry that the city had a tree named after it – the Manchester 
Poplar. These trees could withstand the extremely poor air quality, allowing them to become a tree that 
championed the industrial landscape while giving people a green escape from the factories. 

Manchester also has a rich history in science and innovation. The city is home to Britain’s first canal network and 
bus service. In 1948 at the Victoria University of Manchester, Tom Kilburn and Fred Williams built ‘Baby’, the very 
first model of a computer in the world!  

As well as playing a pivotal role in role in winning the Second 
World War through cracking intercepted code, Alan Turing 
also helped to create software for these early computers. His 
accomplishments were never fully recognised during his 
lifetime due to his homosexuality, which was then a crime in 
the UK. He is now as much a gay icon as an icon of computing 
and his memorial can be found in Sackville park, close to both 
the University of Manchester and Canal Street. (PICTURED). 

 

 

https://www.cityoftrees.org.uk/news/blog-manchester-black-poplars-tall-tale-how-city-got-it’s-very-own-tree
https://www.cityoftrees.org.uk/news/blog-manchester-black-poplars-tall-tale-how-city-got-it’s-very-own-tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_University_of_Manchester


Two Manchester University scientists, Konstantin Novoselov and Andre Geim, went on to create graphene in 2004 
which revolutionised electronic technology. 

The city has been the birthplace for new ideas. It was in Manchester in 1844 that Fredrich Engel wrote The Condition 
of the Working Class in England.  

Suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst was also born in Manchester. 
A statue was erected in St Peters Square in 2018 to celebrate 
her lifetime achievements (PICTURED). 

in 1888, the first competitive football league was created in 
the Royal Hotel, Manchester. With two major teams, football 
remains a big part of Manchester’s cultural fabric. In 2002 the 
city hosted the commonwealth games which, through the 
creation of facilities such as the National Cycle Centre and the 
Manchester Aquatics Centre, enabled many other sports to 
take off.  

Manchester is also well known for its numerous musical 
exports. In the Northern Quarter you can find Manchester’s 
Music Walk of Fame which celebrates the city’s most famous 
artists such as The Stone Roses, The Smiths and Oasis.  

As well as its industrial history Manchester does have strong links to the natural world.  The early incarnation of 
the RSPB was founded in Didsbury, Manchester by Emily Williamson in 1889. She started the society in a bid to save 
the crested grebe, who’s feathers were used to adorning women’s hats. 



A plaque can be found at The Croft at Fletcher Moss Gardens in Didsbury which can be accessed easily by public 
transport (PICTURED). 

Manchester is home to a network of waterways which 
played a pivotal role in its development from rural 
countryside into a thriving metropolis. 

Before its famous canals; there were three rivers; the 
Irwell, Irk and Medlock, which made it possible for the 
city to grow and for industries to develop. 

Manchester is also home to many parks and green 
spaces, as well as being a gateway to the Peak District 
and Lake District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Things to see and do… 
From bars and shops to museums and galleries, you will 
never be short of things to do and see in Manchester. See 
some of our top picks for the city centre area below; 

1. If you want to learn more about Manchester’s exciting 
history, why not visit the Museum of Science and 
Industry or the People’s History Museum? 

2. Into the arts? Manchester Art Gallery is a great place 
to view a diverse range of works, or visit Home to see 
some theatre or an independent film. 

3. If sports more your thing, visit the National Football 
Museum – the biggest of its kind in the world! 

4. Two of Manchester’s most iconic buildings, Central 
Library and John Ryland’s Library, are free to visit and 
well worth having a wander around to admire their 
architecture.    

5. If you fancy taking a walk around some of the urban green spaces that Manchester has to offer Whitworth 
Park is easily accessible by public transport. Whilst you’re there, grab a coffee look some of the works 
exhibited in Whitworth Art Gallery which is located inside the park.   

6. If you are interested in archaeology, anthropology or natural history, take a trip to Manchester Museum. 
Located in a group of neo-Gothic buildings owned by the University of Manchester, the museum serves as 
both visitor attraction and a resource for academic research.  

 
 

https://www.scienceandindustrymuseum.org.uk/
https://www.scienceandindustrymuseum.org.uk/
https://phm.org.uk/
http://manchesterartgallery.org/
https://homemcr.org/
https://www.nationalfootballmuseum.com/explore-the-museum/
https://www.nationalfootballmuseum.com/explore-the-museum/
https://www.manchester.gov.uk/directory_record/270319/central_library/category/1176/view_all_libraries
https://www.manchester.gov.uk/directory_record/270319/central_library/category/1176/view_all_libraries
https://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/rylands/
https://www.manchester.gov.uk/directory_record/89321/whitworth_park/category/301/all_parks_playgrounds_and_open_spaces
https://www.manchester.gov.uk/directory_record/89321/whitworth_park/category/301/all_parks_playgrounds_and_open_spaces
https://www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.museum.manchester.ac.uk/


Greater Manchester 
Greater Manchester is made up of 10 boroughs and visiting the regions is a great way to escape the hustle and 
bustle of the city centre.  

Take a trip out to a market town or green space and soak 
up some of the interesting local history that Great 
Manchester has to offer. 

Travel north for a walk across the moorlands of Oldham or 
Bolton and experience panoramic views over Manchester 
and beyond. Head south to historic Stockport with its 
wealth of old factories, listed buildings and iconic viaducts. 
Home to Manchester United’s football ground and 
Lancashire County Cricket Club, Trafford is the place to go 
if you enjoy sports.  

The graphic on the next page illustrates some of the top 
sights and places to visit in each of the boroughs as well as 
where to go for more information.  

 
 

 

 

 



 



Further North  
Its central location and accessibility make Manchester the perfect base for exploring the North of England and 
Wales. Get a train out to the Peak District or Lake District and experience some of our beautiful surrounding 
National Parks. If you are interested in visiting some surrounding cities you can journey to historic Chester, vibrant 
Liverpool or Leeds, or go further afield to cosmopolitan York.   

More information on where to go further afield can be found on the Visit Manchester website – 
https://www.visitmanchester.com/things-to-see-and-do/gateway-to-the-north/explore-the-north  

 

Getting around  
Manchester’s integrated transport network makes it one of the most accessible cities in the UK for national and 
international visitors. There are numerous transport options in and around Greater Manchester making it easy to 
navigate. 

Download Transport for Greater Manchester’s city centre map to help you get around.  

Airport- Manchester Airport is the largest airport outside of London and is often considered to be the gateway to 
the north. Onward travel is made easy due to the onsite railway and Metrolink tram station.  

Trains- There are services operating across the country taking you to one of Manchester’s three main city centre 
station: Piccadilly, Oxford Road and Victoria. In addition to the inter-city links, you can also easily connect to 
neighbouring towns and districts of Greater Manchester. If you want to visit Liverpool, Leeds and Hull, get a 4 in 8-
day rover ticket. This is valid for 8 days, allowing you 4 days of unlimited travel.  

 

 

https://www.visitmanchester.com/things-to-see-and-do/gateway-to-the-north/explore-the-north
https://bit.ly/MCRcitycentremap
https://www.manchesterairport.co.uk/
https://tfgm.com/public-transport/train


Tram- The Metrolink runs regularly to popular destinations 
across Greater Manchester. Travelcards offer unlimited travel 
across the network so are a good option if you are planning on 
doing some sightseeing!  

Bus- Within the city centre, Metroshuttle provides a free ‘hop 
on, hop off’ service linking all of the main rail stations, hotels, 
shopping districts and business areas. There are also additional 
commercial bus services which run throughout Greater 
Manchester.  

Coach/Car- National Express and Megabus provide services 
from all over the country into Chorlton Street Coach Station in 
the heart of the city centre. Manchester is well connected to the 
rest of the UK via excellent motorway links. The M60 ring road 
connects the city to motorways north, south, east and west.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tfgm.com/public-transport/tram
https://tfgm.com/public-transport/bus
https://tfgm.com/public-transport/bus/metroshuttle
https://www.nationalexpress.com/en/destinations/manchester
https://uk.megabus.com/city-guides/manchester


Where to stay 
The conference will be held at INNSIDE by MELIA which is located centrally, close to both Oxford Road and 
Deansgate train stations. There are rooms available at the conference venue as well as a whole host of nearby 
accommodation options at a range of prices.   

Some options to consider:  

1. Top- The Principal: Oxford St, Manchester M60 7HA 
2. Mid-  Holiday Inn: 2-4 Oxford Rd, Manchester M1 5QA 
3. Mid- Premier Inn: Medlock St, Manchester M15 5FJ 
4. Budget- YHA Manchester: Potato Wharf, Manchester 

M3 4NB 
 

Useful accommodation providers are booking.com and 
tripadvisor.  

 

 
 

 

Link for Google MyMap: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EVZwDZFTPU40aGyB96jhl4WIbsrPSOr8&usp=sharing 

 

 

 

 

https://www.melia.com/en/hotels/united-kingdom/manchester/innside-manchester/index.html?esl-k=sem-google%7Cng%7Cc342960583345%7Cme%7Ckinnside%20melia%7Cp%7Ct%7Cdc%7Ca29737492615%7Cg613340367&&gclid=Cj0KCQjw_r3nBRDxARIsAJljleHEDdHhVDfLlBBF2G_0gd6VAdPPk8AfDzsvjeQHDLgTYveNLT7PEcwaAjHcEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.phcompany.com/principal/manchester-hotel/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/manchester/mchor/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-EX-_-GB-_-MCHOR
https://www.premierinn.com/gb/en/hotels/england/greater-manchester/manchester/manchester-city-centre-deansgate-locks.html?cid=GLBC_MANPTI
https://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-manchester?utm_source=google&utm_medium=maps&utm_campaign=google-places
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EVZwDZFTPU40aGyB96jhl4WIbsrPSOr8&usp=sharing


 

Where to eat 
Manchester is host to some amazing places to eat form tapas to 
thai. Tripadvisor and Manchester confidential - 
https://confidentials.com/manchester/ are a great source of 
information but here are some of the host’s favourite spots around 
the city. 

• Spinningfields - Elegant Spinningfields is the city’s financial 
centre and a popular destination for entertainment and 
shopping. Home to the newly opened ‘The Ivy’ as well as the 
more casual ‘Thaikun’ and quirky venue ‘The Oast House’ 

• Chinatown - Manchester’s Chinatown is the second largest 
in the United Kingdom and the third largest in Europe. Home 
to not just Chinese, but a whole host of Asian eateries. Highlights include ‘Try Thai’ and the casual authentic 
sushi experience of ‘Wasabi’ 

• Northern Quarter – Home to Manchester’s coolest bars and places to eat. Try Ply for pizza and pool, Yard and 
Coop for chicken dishes and Bundobust for good vegetarian Indian street food 

• Deansgate and around – For upmarket Italian check out ‘Rosso’, owned by Rio Ferdinand, the amazing 
‘Lunya’ tapas on Deansgate itself and Akbar’s offers fantastic South and North Indian cuisine  

For recommendations please feel free to email the EFUF 2020 team – EFUF2020@cityoftrees.org.uk  

 

 

https://confidentials.com/manchester/
mailto:EFUF2020@cityoftrees.org.uk

